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SHORT LEARNING PROGRAMME 

Advanced Competition Economics 

20 – 22 November 2017, 6 Sturdee Avenue, Rosebank, Johannesburg 

COURSE OUTLINE 

This Short Learning Programme (SLP) is an intense three-day programme targeted at experienced 

economists from competition authorities, economic regulators, research institutes and academia. It will 

cover the latest developments in economic theory and their application to analysis of competition cases, 

with case examples from South Africa and international jurisdictions. The SLP will cover techniques for 

merger evaluation, abuse of dominance and coordinated conduct, from theoretical and practical 

perspectives. 

The course will be facilitated by Dr Laurence Wilse-Samson (Cornerstone Research in New York), 

Professor Simon Roberts (Executive Director of CCRED, University of Johannesburg), Ryan Hawthorne 

(Acacia Economics) and Reena das Nair (CCRED). 

Approach 

The course will combine lectures complemented by in-depth case study exercises involving analysis of 

data and fact patterns in breakaway groups. Key principles and tests taught during the lectures will be 

reinforced through the case study exercises. 

Please note: places are limited and will be strictly on a first come basis.  

Who should attend? 

Economists working in the field of competition and regulation.  

Cost:  R12000 per person (discounts for group bookings from public institutions) 

Booking:  Complete attached booking form and send to  farisaic@uj.ac.za  

Venue:  CCRED, 1st floor, 6 Sturdee Avenue, Rosebank, Johannesburg 

Contact:  Farisai Chin’anga (farisaic@uj.ac.za) or Simon Roberts (sroberts@uj.ac.za) 
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Programme 

Day 1, 20 November 2017 

0830-0845 Registration 

0845-1030 Market power and market definition with differentiated products 

 Review of standard approach to market definition 

 Direct measures of market power 

 Network effects and two-sided markets 

 Examples from markets including in retail, hospitals, telecommunications 

 Mergers with differentiated products 

Tea break 

1045-1200 Advanced merger analysis  

 Challenges in mergers with bidding data 

 Mergers with capacity constraints 

 Efficiencies 

 Critical loss analysis 

 Upward Pricing Pressure approach 

 Merger simulation 
1200-1230 Exercise 1: Merger case study 

Lunch break 

1330-1500 Exercise 1, cont. 

 Group work 

 Report back 

Tea break 

1515-1630 Coordinated effects and Vertical mergers  

 Coordinated effects in merger evaluation 

 Evolution of economic thinking regarding vertical arrangements  

 Chicago School critique and post - Chicago theories 

 Theories of foreclosure and their application 

 

Day 2, 21 November 2017 

0830-0930 Collusion and screening 

 Notion of collusion; how to sustain a collusive agreement; structural screening 

 Collusive Markers 

 Factors in tacit coordination: focal points, benchmarks, second best rules and 
conventions 

 Regional cartels 

 Empirical methods for behavioural screening 

 Case examples 

0930-1030 Advanced assessment of coordination 

 Vertical and horizontal arrangements 

 Hub and spoke cartels 

 Information exchange and appropriate standards 

 Algorithms and big data: implications for coordination 

Tea break 

1100-1230 Exercise 2: Coordination and information exchange 

Lunch break 

1330-1430 Exercise 2: report back and summary 

Tea break 

1515-1630 Frameworks for understanding abuse of dominance 

 Concept of dominance and abuse 

 Theories of exclusion: Chicago and post-Chicago theories 

 Factors needed to apply these theories of harm 

 International case examples 
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Day 3, 21 November 2017 

0830-1000 Exclusionary abuse of dominance 

 Predation and fighting brands, with application in Media24 case 

 Efficiency rationales, balancing pro- and anti-competitive effects 

 Case examples 

 Exclusion in dynamic markets: from Microsoft to Google 

Tea break 

1030-1130 Rebates and exclusive dealing 

 Conditional rebates and their classification  

 Exclusive dealing 

 Scale-economies based theories of rebates and tests 

 Efficiency justifications 

 International and South African approaches 

 South African Airways and Intel cases 

1130-1230 Exercise 3: Rebates 

Lunch break 

1330-1430 Exercise 3 cont. 

 Group work 

 Report back 

Tea break 

1445-1630 Exclusionary abuse: margin squeeze 

 Theories of harm and international approaches 

 Application of tests, including measurement of costs 

 Case examples: telecoms and Senwes 

1630- 1645 Wrap-up and presentation of certificates  
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Programme Lecturers 

 

  

 

 
Dr Laurence Wilse-Samson is an Associate at Cornerstone Research in New 

York where he provides financial and economic analysis for antitrust and 

commercial litigation matters, supporting experts in preparing for deposition and 

trial testimony. He has a PhD in Economics from Columbia University where he 

also worked as Research Assistant to Joseph Stiglitz. He has been a consultant 

in the UK working on EC Competition matters and at the UN Conference on 

Trade and Development in the Competition and Consumer Policies Programme 

advising on developing country competition policy. 

 

 

 
 

 
Professor Simon Roberts is founder and Executive Director of the Centre for 

Competition, Regulation and Economic Development (CCRED) at the University 

of Johannesburg. He held the position of Chief Economist and Manager of the 

Policy & Research Division at the Competition Commission South Africa from 

November 2006 to December 2012 where he played a lead role in prioritisation, 

running complex cases and settlements. In addition, Simon has consulted 

extensively on competition matters over the past 15 years, has been an expert 

witness in a number of major cases, and has advised competition authorities 

across the African continent. He has published widely in local and international 

journals.  

 

 

 

Ryan Hawthorne is an economist who specialises in competition/antitrust 

economics and the economics of telecommunications regulation. He has 

advised regulators and competition authorities in a number of African countries. 

Ryan is a senior economist at Acacia Economics, and a senior research fellow 

of CCRED. Prior to this he worked at Neotel in a number of capacities including 

leading projects on expanding broadband networks. Before working at Neotel, 

he was a senior economist at the Competition Commission of South Africa where 

he led the economic analysis for a number of major competition cases for the 

Competition Commission, including in the telecommunications, dairy, news 

media, forestry, grocery retail and automotive components sectors. Ryan holds 

a Master’s degree in Economics from the University of the Witwatersrand and a 

BBusSc (Hons), University of Cape Town.  

 

 

 

Reena das Nair is a Senior Economist at the Centre for Competition, Regulation 

and Economic Development (CCRED) at the University of Johannesburg. Reena 

previously worked as a Principal Economist in the Policy and Research division 

at the Competition Commission of South Africa. She has extensive experience 

in leading investigations and economic analysis in mergers, abuse of dominance 

and cartel cases and providing training in competition economics. Reena has 

provided advice and training to competition authorities in many African countries. 

 

 

 

 


